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One step to the world
T. K.

Now I am working as a full-time employee, going to school at night and
studying English and computer at Support 21 every Saturday. Also I am
preparing to go to college. I have made up my mind that I would continue
studying English to master it.

Why do I stick with English and keep up my efforts even though I'm too
busy and it’s very difficult to spend days on schedule?

It’s because English is a very important key of the door to the world.

In my childhood I lived with my mother in a small village in the
mountains. When I entered a primary school, we moved to a town and my
mother remarried. And one year later I had a little brother. At first I was
very happy. I had a family.

But soon when my mother was not at home, my father-in-law began to get
angry with me for little things, used violence on me, and he didn’t give me
meals. My mother was hardly at home, so only I did the housework and took
care of my brother all day.

Sometimes I couldn’t go to school. At that time I was always nervous and
uneasy. I was very angry with my mother, and I often regretted having been

born. When I was old enough to enter a junior high school, I wasn’t allowed
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to go to school because my father thought that girls don’t need to study.

Though the conditions were terrible, I challenged myself in sports, but it
too, resulted in failure. Even though I got very good marks, I was not
admitted because I am of mixed blood, my mother was Japanese.
Everything seemed to be going wrong, so I decided to leave my country and
find a new home in a foreign country.

It was Japan. I came in 2004.

In Japan, I feel at ease and am free to challenge various things. The more
efforts I make, the better results I have. Now I know that, no matter what,
I can take chances, learn from them, and grow.

When I entered the high school, night course, I sincerely wanted to study
English. It was the language I hadn’t ever studied in my country.

One day I watched a TV program, a documentary film. The program was
about a Japanese man who supported the people in need in the villages
without roads, water supply or electric power in Nepal. While watching the
villagers and children, I remembered my childhood and my heart ached. At
the same time I was deeply moved by his activities and I also wanted to
help those people, especially children.

In summer of 2008, by chance, to my great joy, I could meet that man I
had seen on TV, Mr. Kakimi. I asked him what I could do for the people in
need. I said “I want to support the poor children like me during childhood. I
want to continue supporting them as long as possible.” Then Mr. Kakimi
suggested building an English school in Nepal where the ability to use
English is an advantage in getting higher education and finding good jobs.
Besides English is my goal, too.

I readily agreed and soon the villagers began building the school together
in Nepal, and I began saving the money needed in Japan.

In summer of 2009 the new school started. I sometimes received the
letters and photos from Nepal. Every time I read a letter, my school had

gotten bigger and better, and photos of the children were a great
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encouragement. Now about 200 children are studying at the school.

At last, this December, I’ m going to visit my school. I want to meet the
children and talk with them in English. I'm looking forward to the tour
very much.

English connected me to the children in far Nepal and that stimulates me
even more to continue to study English and learn a lot about the world. By
observing the world we can know better what we are, what we should do,
and how we can change ourselves into what we hope to become.

I want to live a better life. .

The English school in Nepal is my one step to the world. English is

essential to the life I have chosen.

Thank you.
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